A brief history of the species Lactobacillus rogosae is presented. It was ascertained that the type strain and other existing strains are not available in any established culture collection; therefore, they cannot be included in any scientific study. This matter is referred to the Judicial Commission, asking for an Opinion on the status of the species.
The species Lactobacillus rogosae was described by Holdeman & Moore (1974) on the basis of at least nine strains. Cells were rod-shaped, Gram-positive, catalasenegative, non-spore-forming and obligately anaerobic and produced lactic acid and acetic acid. The type strain ATCC 27753 T , corresponding to the original isolate VPI C37-38 T , and several other strains were found to be motile and peritrichous, but non-motile strains were also included in the species. Fermentation ability was restricted to fructose, with variable reactions with cellobiose and lactose. Growth temperature was above 30 u C, but below 45 u C, with an optimum at 37 u C. Finally, a G+C content of 59 mol% was reported for one of the isolates. The isolation origin, human faeces, was indicated only for the type strain.
In 1980, L. rogosae was included in the Approved List of Bacterial Names (Skerman et al., 1980) , but Kandler & Weiss (1986) described L. rogosae among species not to be considered in the genus Lactobacillus: they reported that 'no strains which correspond to the original description are presently available' since they had received two strains from VPI that resembled propionibacteria more than they did lactobacilli. In their conclusion, they stated that 'more investigations are needed to clarify the taxonomic position of L. rogosae'. L. rogosae was not considered in the phylogenetic study performed by Stackebrandt & Teuber (1988) nor in the subsequent analysis of the genus Lactobacillus and related genera by Collins et al. (1991) .
In order to include the type strain of L. rogosae in a comparative study in progress in our laboratory on the species belonging to the genus Lactobacillus, the availability of the original type strain, VPI C37-38 It was found that none of the aforementioned culture collections owns the strain, and that the Anaerobe Laboratory that housed the VPI collection no longer exists (John Hess, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, personal communication). Part of the VPI collection was transferred to the ATCC (John Hess, personal communication), but, on its part, the ATCC does not posses strain VPI C37-38 T (ATCC, personal communication) nor ATCC 27753 T , indicated as corresponding to the original type strain in the description of Holdeman & Moore (1974) and by Pot et al. (1994) .
In accordance with Rule 18g of the Bacteriological Code (Lapage et al., 1992) , we are referring to the Judicial Commission the unavailability of strain VPI C37-38 T and, therefore, its unsuitability as the type strain of L. rogosae.
Rule 18c of the Bacteriological Code (Lapage et al., 1992) states that 'if a strain on which the original description was based cannot be found, a neotype strain may be proposed'. Unfortunately, all the existing strains of L. rogosae are either unavailable for incomplete accession process in the ATCC (ATCC, personal communication) or not present in the other major culture collections.
Since, according to Rule 30 of the Bacteriological Code (Lapage et al., 1992) , the name of a species is not validly published if a culture of a type strain is not readily available in at least one of the established culture collections, the status of the whole species L. rogosae is also referred to the Judicial Commission.
